








December 6, 2004
TO:          Deans, Directors and Interested Grape and Wine Researchers

FROM:    Kim Wadddell

    Executive Director, American Vineyard Foundation

RE:  
    Call for Research Project Proposals

The American Vineyard Foundation (AVF) is soliciting research proposals for FY 2005-2006.  Project proposals are due January 31, 2005 and funding announcements will be made by April 15, 2005.  

The AVF is working cooperatively with the following commodity groups and funding agencies to maximize the available research funds: the California Table Grape Commission (CTGC), the California Grape Rootstock Improvement Commission (CGRIC), the California Raisin Marketing Board (CRMB), the UC-DANR California Competitive Grant Program in Viticulture and Enology (CCGPVE) and the Viticulture Consortium (VC) program for the Western Region.  Representatives from all of the named groups have been working together to streamline the research proposal submittal and review process.  Please note that all of the groups are using a uniform proposal format and are operating under a very similar timeline.  Under separate cover you will receive proposal instructions from the CTGC, CGRIC, CRMB, CCGPVE and the VC programs.  For CCGPRVE and VC you can access the instructions via the web at www.ucanr.org/index.shtml.  Once on the site, click on announcements and then on Requests for Proposals.
In order for your proposal to be considered by the AVF, you must send 1 copy of your proposal(s) to both the CCGPVE program and VC program.  Proposals submitted only to the AVF and not the CCGPRVE and the VC will be returned to authors without any funding consideration.  Please also note that the AVF will not accept proposals from researchers who have any outstanding progress and/or final reports.

The AVF is fully committed to meeting the industry's top research priorities.  I have attached a list that was developed through a series of strategy planning meetings convened by the USDA CSREES, American Viticulture and Enology Research Network (AVERN), and the American Vineyard Foundation. These groups are promoting a national Winegrowing Critical Research Investment Initiative (WCRII). A list of these priorities is attached and should be reviewed when considering grant proposals for this cycle.

With the creation of the California Department of Food and Agriculture's (CDFA's) Pierce's Disease/Glassy-winged Sharpshooter (PD/GWSS) Board, the AVF will not be accepting or reviewing PD/GWSS research proposals.  To learn more about CDFA's PD/GWSS Board and potential funding opportunities, please visit their website at www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/pdcp.  Researchers are also encouraged to submit PD/GWSS research proposals to the University of California Pierce's Disease Program.  For information on UC Pierce's Disease Program, please contact Dr. Robert Webster, Project Director, at rkwebster@ucdavis.edu.

Please adhere to the enclosed guidelines when submitting your proposal(s), annual report(s) and final report(s).  The AVF does not pay overhead.  An annual progress report is required for projects funded during the FY 2005-2006. The report must detail the experiments undertaken during 2005-2006 and the major findings or accomplishments emerging from the work. The progress report must be attached to the continuing project proposal submission.  As stated, the due date for annual report(s) and proposal(s) will be January 31, 2005.  Upon completion of the study, a final report must be submitted.
Our review committees will rely heavily on the information presented in the annual report to evaluate the extent of progress on the stated project objectives and determine funding recommendations.  Four committees made up of industry representatives and members of the scientific community will be asked to review and evaluate the proposals and annual reports.  The four committees are: (1) Enology, (2) Breeding, Genetics & Germplasm Evaluation, (3) Cultural Practices and (4) Pest & Disease Management.  

Please send only 1 hard copy of your proposal(s) to: AVF, P.O. Box 5779, Napa, CA  94581.  Our physical address is 1303 Jefferson Street, Suite 700A, Napa, CA 94558.  In addition to sending a hard copy of your proposal, all researchers are required to send their proposal(s) to the AVF electronically.  You can send your proposal(s) via email to waddell@avf.org.   

Please forward this information to all of those in your organization who may be interested.  Thank you again for your interest in working with the AVF and please contact me with any questions.
Enclosures 

RESEARCH PROPOSAL CHECKLIST

1. The proposal review committees are broken down by discipline.  Please check the committee that should review your proposal. The Funding Agency reserves the right to select the proposal review committee.

· Enology

· Breeding, Genetics and Germplasm Evaluation

· Cultural Practices

· Pest and Disease Management

2. Please check the appropriate commodity groups/funding agencies to which you submitted your proposal:

· The American Vineyard Foundation

· The California Table Grape Commission

· The California Grape Rootstock Research Foundation

· The California Grape Rootstock Improvement Commission

· The California Raisin Marketing Board

· The California Competitive Grant Program for Research in Viticulture and Enology
· The Oregon Wine Advisory Board

· The Viticulture Consortium Program
· Washington Wine Commission's - Wine Advisory Committee 
· Other____________________________________________

Author:_________________________________________________

Project Title:__________________________________________________________________

Suggested Scientific Reviewers:

______________________________________________________________________________ Name




Phone

         



Email

______________________________________________________________________________ Name




Phone

         



Email

(A PROPOSAL CHECKLIST MUST ACCOMPANY EVERY PROPOSAL)

SAMPLE PROPOSAL FORMAT – American Vineyard Foundation

(Proposal should not exceed 8 pages – Please use Times New Roman 12 pt. font)

Project Title:

Principal Investigator(s): (Include institutional affiliation, address, phone number and email address.)

Cooperator(s): (Include the role of each cooperator; make sure they are aware of their proposed participation.)

Intellectual Property (IP) (if applicable): (Will the funding of this project potentially generate intellectual property?  If so, please describe)  

Objective(s) of Proposed Research:  (Point by point, logically arrange and prioritize the objectives.)

Justification and Importance of Proposed Research:  (Describe the previous work that has been done to date and the importance of the proposed research to the grape and wine industry, or any other industry where grapes could be utilized.)

Experimental Procedures to Accomplish Objective(s):  (For each objective, discuss the experimental procedures you propose to employ.  Be specific enough to discuss plot design, anticipated statistical analysis, methods used in the experiment and parameters of data collection.)

Research Timetable for Project:  (Outline of your research as described under Objectives as a function of time in terms of initiating various phases of research and the target for completion.)

Present Outlook and Estimated Success in Accomplishing Objective(s):

Budget Support Summary by Objective(s):  List other agencies, along with the amount requested for each objective, to which this proposal, or one or more of the objectives, have been submitted for funding (CA Table Grape Commission, CA Grape Rootstock Improvement Commission, CA Raisin Marketing Board, AVF, Viticulture Consortium, CCGPRVE, NSF, NRI, etc.).  

Total Budget Request:  (Although funding is granted on a year-to-year basis, continuation of projects must be justified annually.)  Please prepare a budget which reflects your needs for the length of the proposed project for three years.  Prepare a budget page using the following format:





                 % of Time
           Request
              Projected           Projected






     on Project
          2004/2005
              2005/2006         2006/2007
	Personnel
	 
	
	
	

	     Professional
	 
	
	
	

	     SRA/Tech
	 
	
	
	

	     Lab Assistant
	 
	
	
	

	     Other
	
	
	
	

	Employee Benefits
	
	
	
	

	Supplies and Expenses
	
	
	
	

	     Items and Cost
	
	
	
	

	Equipment (itemize when cost >$1,000)
	
	
	
	

	   Items/Cost/Justification*
	
	
	
	

	Travel
	
	
	
	

	     Trips/Purpose/Costs
	
	
	
	

	Computer Time
	
	
	
	

	Overhead (Where appropriate)
	
	
	
	

	Indirect Costs**
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL REQUEST
	
	
	
	


(*Be specific in terms of actual hours per day or week of estimated use.)

(**Indirect Costs: Indirect Costs cannot be covered by AVF, Rootstock, Raisin, Table Grape  or VC)

Approved:  (By your department chair, or other officer who reviews your research for funding.)

Literature Cited: (Include pertinent references)
AVF ANNUAL/FINAL REPORT FORMAT

I. Project Title:
II. Principal Investigator(s):






Cooperator(s):


III. Summary:  

(In 500 words or less, provide a concise summary in layman’s terms as to the specific accomplishments for the past funded year.  This summary is an essential part of any research project and will be used by Vintners and Growers to communicate research findings to the general membership, to the press, and to others.)

IV. Objective(s) and Experiments Conducted to Meet Stated Objective(s):

V. Summary of Major Research Accomplishments and Results (by Objective):

VI. Outside Presentations of Research:


(List of journals, publications, reports, speeches and other presentations of information developed by this research.)

VII. Research Success Statements:

(In a few sentences, detail the benefits of this research program to the industry.  This is different from the 500-word summary.  The summary covers the results from the past year; the Research Success Statements need to quantify what the research means to the industry, e.g., “This research has provided vintners/growers with the essential tools to control…”).  
VIII. Funds Status: 

